
Republic of Korea 



Located in Northeast Asia, the Republic of Korea (ROK) covers a total area of 100,362 square kilometers ranking 
109th in the world in terms of land area and has a population of 52 million, ranking 26th in the world. Above all,
the country is the eighth biggest in terms of air transport volume. When it comes to the aviation policies of the
ROK, aviation safety, security and environment always come first. Under such solid principles, the Korean 
government provides institutional support by easing regulations on the aviation industry and ensuring thorough 
quality control on air services so that air travelers can have confidence in their safety. To that end, the ROK 
organized the aeronautical authorities with qualified and competent professionals. With these devoted experts, 
the ROK will never cease its research efforts to create best practices for each aviation field.
 
The ROK has always envisioned the highest level of national aviation safety and that is achieved by safety 
inspections tailored to each airline and the Safety Management System (SMS). Aviation security, another 
important pillar, is also thoroughly managed by state-of-the-art security equipment and well-trained security 
professionals.
 
In the ROK, Standards and Recommended Practices (SARPs) and corresponding national regulations are 
monitored in real time through IT system. Aircraft operations are efficiently regulated based on the ROK aviation 
laws and regulations that reflect SARPs, and periodic inspections are also conducted by safety inspectors fully 
eligible for necessary knowledge and experience.
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The ROK aviation sector is also actively going green. The country participates in ICAO eff orts to reduce aviation 
emissions. Emission Trading Scheme (ETS) has been imposed targeting domestic fl ights of seven national airlines.
 
As an ICAO Council Member, the ROK strives to contribute to the international community. The ROK has been 
providing its self-developed safety management software to Member States free of charge. In addition, the ROK 
is in the middle of developing a programme in cooperation with the ICAO Air Navigation Bureau so that Member 
States can more easily exchange safety related data.

Living up to its reputation as top-class country in ICAO’s Universal Safety Oversight Audit Programme (USOAP), 
the ROK takes the lead in sharing its experience and know-how with its neighboring countries. Its out-reach 
eff orts also include fellowship training programmes for aviation professionals of developing countries.
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Geopolitically, the ROK has a strategic advantage to be the hub of air transport 
networks as it is located in Northeast Asia linking Southeast Asia, the Middle 
East and the Americas. Major air transport markets such as China and Japan 
are located right next to the country. Based on such favorable conditions, the 
ROK became the eighth biggest country in aviation. It was also backed by the 
constant effort of the Korean government in promoting air service liberalization 
as well as that of national carriers in establishing robust global air networks.

The ROK links 148 cities via 250 routes by eight national carriers, including two 
world-renowned full service carriers, Korean Air and Asiana Airlines; six low-cost 
carriers, Jeju Air, Jin Air, Air Busan, Eastar Jet, T’Way, Air Seoul; and one cargo airline, 
Air Incheon. These Korean airlines, which are all privately-owned companies, 
have generated continued growth based on their strong competitiveness even 
during challenging times marred by global economic recession and infectious 
disease.

 

GrowinG
Air TrAnsporT 

The key to their strong competitiveness is quality in-flight service represented 
by caring crew members and exquisite in-flight dining. Such service excellence 
is well recognized and has been acclaimed several times by various aviation 
magazines and travel quality rating agencies.
 
Korean Air, the prime national carrier, is the two time winner of Mercury Award 
from the International Travel Catering Association (ITCA), the most prestigious 
award for in-flight catering service. Korean Air’s enviable records also include 
a double accolade from World Travel Awards which is aviation’s equivalent of 
the Oscars: the airline won the World’s Most Innovative Airline Award for two 
consecutive years as well as the World’s Excellence in Service Award, which was 
granted for the first time ever to an airline. Not only that but Korean Air has been 
ranked among the top three Favorite Airlines in China by Global Times for four 
years in a row.   
 
Ever since its establishment in 1988, Asiana Airlines has continued to provide 
the best service and safety, which resulted in being awarded the Airline of the 
Year in 2009 by ATW (Air Transport World), in 2010 by Skytrax, in 2011 by Global 
Traveler and in 2012 by Premiere Traveler. In 2012, Asiana was also named the 
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The ROK has Incheon International Airport as its major 
gateway along with 14 other local airports including 
Gimpo, Gimhae and Jeju International Airports.
 
Incheon International Airport, since its grand opening 
in 2001, has been making constant eff orts to improve 
services and expand facilities. Thanks to such eff orts, it 
has now become a de-facto global hub that connects 
176 cities in 55 countries. Incheon International Airport 
garnered universal praise from various airport rating 
organizations. To begin with, it was crowned the Best 
Airport Worldwide for an unprecedented eleven 
consecutive years by Airport Council International (ACI) 
in its Airport Service Quality (ASQ) Survey. In addition, 
it was named the Best International Transit Airport 
by Skytrax in 2015 not to mention winning similar 
recognition from Global Travelers for eleven years. 
         
So far, over 7,800 airport operators from around the 
world have visited Incheon International Airport to 
learn from its success. Also, the airport exported airport 
operation know-how to countries including Russia, 
Indonesia, Iraq and the Philippines. Once the third 

world’s BesT AirporTs

Best Overall Airline in the World by Business Traveler. 
Abiding by the management philosophy of maximum 
safety and customer satisfaction through best service, 
Asiana is striving to become the world’s greatest airline 
and uphold its esteemed reputation.
 
Far from being complacent, Korean air carriers are making 
relentless eff orts to provide more comfortable travel 
environment and a better travel experience for their 
passengers by expanding their fl eets of cutting-edge 
aircraft and searching for ways to further improve their 
service excellence.

phase expansion project of the airport is completed 
by 2017, Incheon International Airport is expected to 
emerge as a stronger hub airport of Northeast Asia 
handling over 62 million passengers and 5.8 million 
tonnes of cargo a year.

 

Gimpo International Airport, the longtime Seoul gateway 
before the opening of Incheon International Airport, 
is now a business-oriented airport. Its transformation 
was clearly successful. For instance, Gimpo International 
Airport ranked highest in effi  ciency among those same-
sized airports in Asia for fi ve years running. Most recently, 
the airport was named the best medium-sized airport by 
ACI in its ASQ Awards for fi ve consecutive years and was 
inducted into ACI Director General’s Roll of Excellence. 
 
Gimpo International Airport achieved signifi cant growth
by developing a successful business model that generates 
high profi ts through non-aeronautical revenue streams 
by off ering customers a multitude of services and 
attractions. To that end, the airport has transformed idle 
space into the production of valuable income. While 
Gimpo International Airport’s extra revenue earners 
include department stores, hospitals and hotels, a new 
golf course of 27 holes is planned to be added adjacent 
to the airport.  
 
Being strategically located close to downtown Seoul, 
Gimpo Airport is living up to its reputation as a Biz-port 
by attracting business travelers and developing short-
haul international routes such as links to Japan, China 
and Taiwan.

05



Taking advantage of its world class IT competence, the ROK has developed and 
operated a software programme called SARPs Management and Implementation 
System (SMIS) in order to monitor in real time the implementation of over 10,000 
SARPs. 

Keeping up with ICAO’s safety management policies which are moving from 
post-accident response to preventive managements, the ROK introduced 
the Sate Safety Programme to form an integral part of its Aviation Act in June 
2008. Under the Programme, the national safety goal is clearly defined and 
comprehensive management is conducted on nation-wide aviation safety 
activities including safety reporting, accident investigation and safety oversight.

The ROK obtained ISO 9001 certification in 2012 for its quality control systems 
on overall aviation safety that have significantly contributed to maintaining its 
world-class aviation safety.

The ROK puts aviation safety first in its priorities. Korea achieved the top ranking 
in ICAO USOAP-Comprehensive Systems Approach (CSA) in 2008 by earning 
the highest ever compliance rating of 98.58% which was far above the world 
average of 63.22%. On the back of its steadfast effort, the ROK has built trust and 
confidence internationally in aviation safety.

AviATion
sAfeTy 

[Regulatory Framework of the State Safety Programme in the ROK]
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Efficient airspace management is gaining more and 
more importance as the air traffic volume of Asia Pacific 
is growing rapidly. The ROK is making consistent efforts 
to maximize traffic volume by adopting cutting-edge 
technologies in airspace management.

In order to ensure safe and efficient airspace and 
effectively manage air traffic, the ROK implemented 
various initiatives such as: developing parallel routes 
and Standard Instrument Departure/Arrival (SID/STAR) 
procedures using Performance Based Navigation 
(PBN) technologies; providing radar surveillance and 
communication service for entire Flight Information 
Region (FIR); implementing Reduced Vertical Separation 
Minima (RVSM); introducing Air Traffic Flow Management 
(ATFM) systems; and setting up the second Area 
Control Center (ACC). 

That’s not all. The ROK has made constant investments 
in research and development (R&D) of air navigation 
facilities for safer air navigation and more efficient 
airport operations. As a result, the ROK successfully 
developed the Instrument Landing System (ILS) and 
Doppler VHF Omni-directional Radio Range (DVOR) 
all with its own technology and with state-of-the-art 
IT. And since 2014, the Satellite Based Augmentation 
System (SBAS) which is the national R&D project, has 
been in operation and the operational service for 
aviation field will be provided in 2022. 

In addition, the ROK developed the Pavement Management 
System (PMS) to better manage runway safety as well as 
LED Airfield Light and the Individual Lighting Control & 
Monitoring System (ILCMS) to realize low-carbon green 
airports. All these are exported to 11 countries already. 

The ROK launched the Next Generation Aviation Leader 
Development Aid Project in order to prepare for future 
aviation demand and create jobs.

As it takes considerable time to nurture aviation specialists, 
the Korean government provides support in training 
and education of aviation professionals starting from 
high schools to graduate schools. To meet future pilot 
demand, next generation pilots are trained at Uljin 
Flight Academy.

In going forward, the ROK plans to develop a compre-
hensive database system of aviation professionals which 
will cover the entire human resource cycle including 
demand forecast, HR development and management.

AdvAnced Air TrAffic
MAnAGeMenT

nexT GenerATion
AviATion professionAls

07



The ROK successfully completed the development of 
four-seater aircraft (KC-100) and is currently setting up 
the infrasture for unified operation of two-seater aircraft 
and manned and unmanned aircraft.

To this end, the ROK concluded a bilateral agreement 
with the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration and 
accelerated its efforts to establish a certification system 
to support future mass production. 

Since 2001, the ROK has been providing various aviation 
fellowship training programmes together with ICAO to 
enhance the capacity building of developing countries 
including States in Asia Pacific, the Middle East and 
Africa. So far, 1,448 aviation professionals from 115 
countries have enjoyed the full benefits of these training 
programmes. 

The excellent aviation training programmes of the ROK 
have earned a worldwide reputation and the country 
takes pride in hosting a diverse array of events for 
promising and distinguished trainees. These fellowship 
training activities will be continued in the future with 
the country’s ambitious plan to increase the number of 
courses and trainees.

In addition, in order to upgrade the current programmes, 
the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MOLIT) 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
ICAO on May 19, 2015 in Mozambique (Maputo) for the 
Human Resources Capacity Building Training Programme 
for Member States in Africa.

AircrAfT
MAnufAcTurinG
indusTry

TrAininG proGrAMMes
for developinG
counTries

[ICAO Aviation Policy for Executives Course]

[ICAO DVOR/DME Maintenance Course]

The ROK has been striving to reduce greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions from commercial aviation in accordance 
with ICAO global policy by developing the Korea Action 
Plan on Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions from 
Aviation.

The Korean government has concluded agreements 
with airlines since 2010 to promote the establishment of 
voluntary reduction targets in the field of international air 
services and encourage actual implementation.

Since 2015, Emission Trading Scheme (ETS) has been 
implemented as a means of effectively achieving the 
national GHG reduction target. The domestic flights run 
by a total of seven domestic airlines became subject to 
ETS.

Also, Korea is pushing forward with the establishment of 
an Air Traffic Flow Management (ATFM) center that will 
minimize aircraft delays in the air or on the ground and 
reduce inefficiencies caused by an increase in air traffic.

environMenT
proTecTion
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iT supporTs
JoininG HAnds wiTH icAo

[MOLIT-ICAO On-site Programme, Airport Pavement Course,
Nairobi, Kenya, 14-18 March 2016]

[MOU Signing Ceremony between MOLIT and ICAO]

By signing the MOU, MOLIT provided new types of 
training programmes, such as inviting trainees from 
regions/countries to Korea and visiting local areas to 
off er training course.

MOLIT started to send a group of Korean instructors 
to African countries to provide full training courses 
from 2016. It is expected that trainees will be given 
more opportunities to learn in various educational 
environments.

Based on its outstanding aviation IT capability, the ROK 
promotes various technical cooperation programmes, 
joining hands with ICAO. 

Upon ICAO’s requests, Korea is jointly developing 
the CMA Online Framework needed to eff ectively 
implement USOAP-CMA. Additionally, since 2013, the 
country has been supporting the Foreign Air Operator 
Surveillance Database (FAOSD) upgrade called for by 
ICAO Asia Pacifi c Regional Offi  ce.
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Within its borders, the ROK seeks quality growth by establishing the world’s best systems in each 

aeronautical fi eld. Outside its borders, the ROK endeavors to lead Northeast Asian aviation and 

contributes to the further advancement of international civil aviation by sharing its advanced systems 

with ICAO Member States. Reaching beyond its borders, with profound understanding of the importance 

of air transport in linking cultures and economies, the ROK pursues the sustainable development of air 

transport that will benefi t all people around the world. The ROK will stay humble and vigilant, making 

the utmost eff ort with every step forward.

Fly Together, No Country Left Behind
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Korea, offi  cially the Republic of Korea, is strategically located at the crossroads of Northeast Asia. Over the 
past four decades, Korea’s industrial structure was drastically reshaped, with major industries diversifi ed 
to include automobiles, petrochemical, electronics, shipbuilding, textiles and steel products. 

ABOUT KOREA
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Today, Korea pulsates with life and vitality, embracing both modernity and tradition. Korea is striving 
to become a modern and advanced country while preserving thousands of years of tradition. In the 
21st century, Korea is committed to becoming the hub of Northeast Asia.
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Korea has four distinct seasons and offers assorted natural beauty. 
Colorful flowers embroider the country in spring and mountains 
and seas are lively during summer. Autumn is decorated with fall 
foliage and winter sports are offered on white snow. Any season 
is the best season for your trip.

Nature

Visitors will discover its rich natural beauty combined with a 
unique cultural and historical heritage. Korea’s Cultural Heritage 
conveys a genuine sentiment of simplicity and peacefulness. The 
historical background of the heritage is diverse, encompassing 
the history of Korea from ancient times to the Joseon Dynasty.

Cultural Heritage
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The Korean Wave, also known as Hallyu in Korean, refers to the huge 
popularity of Korean pop culture across Asia and other parts of the 
world. Since the late 1990s, Korean television dramas, movies and 
music have been gaining massive popularity in Asia and spreading 
throughout the world. If in Korea, be sure to visit sets and filming 
locations and also experience diverse aspects of the Korean pop 
culture.

Hallyu

Hansik means Korean food. The key to Hansik is fermentation. The 
quintessential fermented food of Hansik is kimchi, and although 
there are hundreds of different kinds, the most internationally 
well-known is spicy fermented cabbage. Hansik is fundamentally 
slow food, cuisine well suited to health and well-being, because 
it is mostly based on vegetables grown locally and aged and 
fermented sauces.

HaNsik

© Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, Korea Tourism Organization
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Korea is full of cultural heritage sites, vibrant shopping districts and various cultural contents that will 
satisfy all types of visitors from around the world. Brimming with uniqueness and excitement, Korea will 
provide an amazing experience for you to enjoy beyond your expectations.

ATTRACTIONS
IN KOREA

Fly Together, No Country Left Behind
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Korea has numerous attractions including theme parks, casinos, 
and performance centers with great pleasure. There are also many 
year-round performances, including traditional performances, 
percussion performances, B-boy shows, fusion Gukak (traditional 
music), and martial arts. Have firsthand experience of the 
culture and traditions of Korea during your sojourn in Korea by 
booking tickets for one of such perfomances showing in theaters 
throughout the country.

eNtertaiNmeNt

Seoul was the capital of the Joseon Dynasty for well over 500 
years. There are five major palaces from that era that would make 
for an interesting visit. Gyeonbokgung and Changdukgung are 
two such palaces which show the history and grandeur of Korean 
tradition. Gyeongbokgung was the main palace of the Joseon 
Dynasty.  Changdukgung is famous for its beautiful secret garden 
dubbed Biwon and unique blue roof tiles called Chunggiwa.

royal PalaCes
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Korea is truly a shopping paradise with a wide range of items 
from the latest fashion and luxury brands to traditional Korean 
antiques such as handmade crafts. As the capital’s representative 
shopping area, Myeong-dong is a shopping destination filled with 
inexpensive cosmetic boutiques and specialty apparel boutiques, 
while Insa-dong is a shopping area full of Korean antiques such as 
old furniture, antiquarian books and handmade crafts. In addition 
to these areas, Korea overflows with various shopping districts 
satisfying every visitor’s taste.

sHoPPiNg

Korea has eleven cultural heritage sites and one natural heritage 
site as of July 2015. Korea’s cultural heritage sites embody a wide 
variety of values from tidy and neat artistic spirit to scientific 
rationality as witnessed in such traditional constructions as royal 
palaces or temples. The volcanic island of Jeju, listed as the natural 
heritage site, has an outstandingly beautiful natural environment 
that is significant for its geological features and ecological value.

© Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, Korea Tourism Organization
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